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In Santa Cruz May 16-22

Women’s Theatre Festival
During the week of May 16-22,
Santa Cruz will be the site of the
first National Festival of Women’s
Theatre.

Never before have women
working in theatre had the op
portunity to join together in one
week-long cultural event to share

Sappho & Aphrodite
Karen Malpede, playwright

Lois Weaver, director

A WORK IN PROGRESS

their work and experience.
The Festival will include over 80
women’s theatre groups from across
the country. Large and small
performances are scheduled as well
as lectures, workshops and
seminars. The main events will be
held in Louden Nelson Community
Center, Kuumbwa Jazz Center and
the Art Center Theatre. Presen
tations will deal with issues such as
ethnicity, older women, the
physically challenged, and the
chemically dependent.
The festival organizers state their
objectives as:
—to make accessible to the public
the work of women theatre artists;
—to provide an opportunity for
women theatre artists to perform
their work, share their craft, ex
plore directions of women’s theatre
and develop a network for the
exchange of information and sup
port;
—to provide visibility for true
images of women.
Through its immediate nature,
theatre is an appropriate expression
for women to bring their lives to
light.
In the last eight years, hundreds
of women’s performance groups

have come to life throughout the
country to publicly express their
own images of what women are and
can be. The National Women’s
Theatre Festival is committed to
presenting a selection of these
groups in an entertaining, in
sightful, thought-provoking cultural
event in the hopes of generating
dialogue and increasing un
derstanding.
Clowning, mime and modern
dance performances are scheduled
daily, as well as lectures, dinner
theatre, late night performances,
cabarets and coffee houses. A dance
is set for Saturday night and a final
evaluation forum will end the
week’s activities Sunday evening.
Some of the performers scheduled
to appear during the week are: the
Brown Bag Readers Theatre; Lilith,
a San Francisco-based group
performing “Daughters of Erin,”
the story of women who struggled
for
Irish
independence;
Mamalution; Mischief Mime; Karen
Malpede, reading from her work
“Sappho and Aphrodite,” written in
verse with a full musical score; and,
We’re Women Too, a company of
four young women addressing
issues facing adolescents.

Lilith
a women’s theatre

A Lifetime ofA ctivism
By Emily Fireweed
Lucy Haessler has been active in the peace
movement and the women's movement since
1915, when as an 11-year-old, she accompanied
her mother to peace rallies and women’s suffrage
marches.
In March, 1983, Ms. Haessler crowned a
lifetime of activism by joining women from
around the world at a peace conference and
celebration of International Women’s Week in
Brussels, Belgium. At her Santa Cruz home on
April 10, Lucy Haessler spoke eloquently of her
Brussels trip and gave us a first-hand glimpse of
the history of the peace movement in America.
Everyone who interviews me seems to be more
interested in me than they are in the trip itself.
So to begin with the trip to Brussels. . .
It was the culmination of the Stop the Arms
Race campaign that WILPF (Women’s Inter
national League for Peace and Freedom) began
almost two years ago. The ultimate goal,
although not the final goal, was this demon
stration in an effort to present a million
signatures (of the Stop the Arms Race petition).
One of the really wonderful and interesting
things about it was that it brought in groups that

had not been active in the peace movement at all.
There were women from all the NATO
countries. When we convened on Monday, March
7, at the free university in Brussels, there were
about 1,000 women from 25 countries.
I helped plan a project which was to have
delegations of women from each country visit all
of the embassies of the NATO powers, the
Warsaw Pact countries, and China. The Soviet
Embassy, the Czech Embassy, and the Polish
Embassy had to be visited on Monday, because in
those countries, Tuesday, which was Inter
national Women’s Day, is a national holiday.
We were not allowed to go to NATO, which
had originally been planned. I have coined a new
phrase: “The real Iron Curtain is around NATO.”
The rally started at noon on Tuesday. It was
enormous. Very colorful, very beautiful, lots of
solidarity. Quite a few men, a lot of young people,
quite a few older people. We heard songs like
“We Shall Overcome” sung in other languages,
including the language of Surinam.
Then we took the night train to East Berlin.
We were greeted by a huge delegation with
flowers. We were taken to a magnificent hotel
(Continued on page 5)
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Toward a New Police State?
By Richard Criley
On March 21, with little notice from the mass
media, Attorney General William French Smith
announced the issuance of new guidelines for the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The prior
guidelines, issued in 1976 by former Attorney
General Edward Levi to restrict political spying
by the FBI and limit work to criminal matters,
were rescinded.
How does this fit into the political picture,
when the issue of nuclear war is center stage?
What provisions have been changed? What does
this portend for feminists, peace activists and all
who are involved in social change?
I was fascinated by the way in which Phil
Donohue’s recent televised debate on the nuclear
freeze wove together the threads of “nuclear
politics” at home and abroad, in the persons of
the two proponents of the arms build-up, Rev.
Jerry Falwell and Senator Jeremiah Denton.
The central thesis of these twin stars of the
“Moral Majority” and the Pentagon ran like this:
We must be prepared to wage and win a nuclear
war, for ‘it’s better to be dead than Red;’’ and
only a massive build-up of our doomsday arsenal
can save our "democracy” from "Soviet
totalitarianism. ”
What kind of “democracy” do these men seek
to “save?” The arrogant machismo with which
they interrupted Ms. Randall Forsberg when she
attempted to rebut their fantasies suggested that
equal rights for women are no part of it.
Falwell, of course, is best known for his
fanatical advocacy of an absolute ban on abor
tions. He is opposed to the ERA and every other
measure for equality of sexes. He would sub
stitute voluntary charity of the churches for all
systems of government welfare. Human rights,
according to Falwell, begin with the conception of
the fetus and apparently end with birth.
Jeremiah Denton is a disciple of Senator
Jesse Helms. A former admiral and Navy flier,
he went down in Vietnam and spent seven years
as a POW. As the most fanatical of Senate anti
communists, he was picked by Senate Judiciary
Chair, Strom Thurmond, to head the new Senate
Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism. The
SSST made headlines, Joe McCarthy style, with
allegations of Soviet sponsorship of “in
ternational terrorism,” KGB instigation of the

nuclear weapons freeze, and “communist”
domination of Third World liberation
movements. With Senate oversight powers over
the FBI, he has been a major advocate of
“unleashing” the FBI and CIA. Denton has hailed
the new guidelines “as a step in the right
direction.”
Last year, William Webster, the present FBI
Director, testified before Denton’s subcommittee
that terrorism was not a significant problem in
the U.S., and that the Levi guidelines were not
unduly restrictive. This year, Webster reversed
his position, under the prodding of Denton,
Attorney General William French Smith and his
own agents in the field, who were trained and
indoctrinated by the late J. Edgar Hoover.
The new guidelines, despite some pious
references to the First Amendment, sub
stantially repeal the requirement that before a
political organization can be investigated through
the use of informers and other intrusive methods,
there must be tangible evidence that a federal
law is being violated or will be violated.
Authorization is given for the collection of
political dossiers, based on public information.
Speech alone is deemed a sufficient cause of
surveillance and infiltration by undercover
agents.
How do these changes relate to the practices
of the FBI in the “old days” under Hoover? After
Watergate, the cloak of secrecy which blanketed
the FBI from public scrutiny was lifted. The
“soap opera” portrayal of the FBI as the “good
guys” in the white hats was rudely shattered by
the hard evidence of FBI documents and sworn
testimony brought forth in Congressional
hearings, and the hundreds of thousands of
compromising papers brought to light by an
amended Freedom of Information Act.
We now know that the FBI was guilty of
massive, illegal, criminal and unconstitutional
operations against individuals and organizations
which violated no law and enjoyed the theoretical
protection of the First Amendment.
Under Hoover’s guidance, FBI agents
directed an army of undercover informers to spy
upon hundreds of thousands of Americans. A
Chicago lawsuit revealed that in the city alone,
from 1966 to 1976, 5,145 secret informers were
reporting upon a multitude of feminist, social,
civil rights, peace, political and community

groups, without a single prosecution for a
violation of the law resulting from their labors. In
addition to the informers, phones were bugged,
mail opened, office files burglarized, and bank
records probed.
This mass of information was used to develop
the COINTEL Program, an operation of illegal
political harassment so super-secret that its
existence was kept from all but a chosen few
within the FBI itself. Techniques ranged from
assassinations to disruption of meetings,
blacklisting, character assassination through
anonymous
“poison pen” letters, and
manipulation of the news media.
Actress Jean Seberg’s suicide was attributed
to a false story about her pregnancy leaked by
the FBI to a gossip columnist.
Civil rights activist Viola Liusso was gunned
down on the road to Selma, Alabama; one of the
four KKK triggermen was a paid FBI informer.
The full list of known victims of the COINTEL
Program would fill a volume.
The total impact on American life of this
massive intervention into the political process
and its dampening effect upon the exercise of our
freedoms can never be adequately measured. It
poisoned the roots of democracy, destroyed many
citizen groups, defeated many causes, and
altered the substance of our history. The feminist
movement, like the civil rights movement, was a
primary target; lesbians and gay men were high
on Hoover’s “enemies list.”
The relative freedom we have enjoyed from
government interference and harassment may
be about to end. Reagan’s programs — from
banning abortions to the nuclear build-up and his
budget — are in disarray as resistance
movements are coming together. Not sur
prisingly, the secret police operations are being
“unleashed,” as information sources are being
closed down.
Hearings on the FBI guidelines in Don
Edward’s House Subcommittee on Civil and
Constitutional Rights are about to begin. If you
are concerned about this issue, contact your
representatives in Congress.

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Criley is executive
director of the Monterey County Chapter, ACLU
and vice chairperson, ACLU of Northern
California.)

letters
Raising Leon’s Consciousness
Editor:
Here is a letter I just mailed to
Congressmember Leon Panetta. I’d
like to share it with other women.
Dear Congressmember Panetta:
Many of us in the League of
Women Voters found, in our recent
meeting with you, that we had very
ambivalent reactions to your talk to
us that day.
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That was a feeling of great ap
preciation for the good work you
consistently do in representing us,
mixed with a sense of frustration
and even anger at some of the
messages you are sending out. One
woman called you a “mixed
blessing.”
Our meeting, although an open
and public one, was sponsored by a
women’s organization and was
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largely attended by women, yet we
found you constantly deferring to
the few men who were present.
This became obvious to me as I
kept my hand in the air in an at
tempt to ask you a question. You
choose to acknowledge five different
men in a row although at that time
six to eight women were attempting
to get your attention.
I might try to excuse you on the
basis that you are accustomed to
dealing with predominantly male
groups in your work in Washington,
but that simply won’t do. The
constituency you serve is un
doubtedly 50 percent female and
women helped elect you on the basis
that you would be representing
them, too.

To continue to keep women in
visible, whether through the use of
gender-exclusive language, or by
simply not acknowledging their
presence (hence, their importance)
is unacceptable. Your support of
ERA and other issues concerning
women simply transmits conflicting
messages to your supporters.

You, and all decision-makers,
need to listen to what women are
asking and saying. Women have a
perspective and experience that is
quite different than that of men, and
their contributions are vital to the
debates and decisions that the crises
of our time call for.
Rosemary Matson
Carmel Valley

Response from a Supportive Male
Editor:
I just cancelled my subscription to
the Monterey Bay Tribune over an
article in their April 7 issue.
Enclosed is a check for a new
Demeter subscription — it’s high
time I put my support behind a
publication that fights for my
lifestyle and beliefs.
Name Withheld
Editor's Note: The article
referred to is a column by J. Lee
Mildon titled, “He Says Democrats
Support Gays.” Here is a brief
excerpt:
“. . . the homosexual lifestyle is
(a) unnatural, (b) an insult to God,

(c) a mockery on family values, (d) a
revolting violation, emotionally
damaging to the spirit of the in
nocently young, (e) dangerous to
social institutions, including the
state and the church, (f) morally
revolting, and promiscuous, and (g)
unhealthy, spreading strange and
yet incurable new diseases to near
plague proportions.”
Mr. Mildon goes on to say,
“Homos don’t have kids; they only
disease them physically and
morally.”
The editorial office of the Mon
terey Bay Tribune is located at 551
Foam St., Monterey, 93940.

Local Women Arrested

Nonviolence in Practice
Knowing there were over 700 of us,
but not knowing what had happened
to anyone else. And we hated the
dirty floor we had to sleep on and
the fluorescent lights and those
awful baloney sandwiches! Yet even
then we were happy, really.
We were acting on our beliefs as
fully as anyone possibly could. We
were confronting the military
directly.
Talking with the soldiers, that
was the best thing we did. They
were so young, and open, really, and
Photo by Maja Bruhn

By Emily Fireweed
Three Monterey Peninsula
women were among the 750 citizens
arrested in a civil disobedience
action at Vandenberg Air Force
Base on Monday, March 21. They
were part of a 17-member affinity
group from the Monterey Peninsula,
10 of whom were arrested while the
rest camped near the base as vital
support people. All were released
by Tuesday evening.
In the weeks since, these par
ticipants have spent time talking

Protesters from Monterey and San Francisco dance into the arms of
soldiers at Vandenberg AFB.
with one another and with others
about their experiences. The
following article takes the form of a
conversation among the reminiscing
activists.

It’s been hard for me to talk about
it. The experience meant so much
that telling WHAT HAPPENED
just doesn’t seem to say enough.
Have you been feeling depressed
since we got back? I’ve been so
down, I can hardly talk to people
anymore. There was such a letdown,
somehow, afterwards — it was such
a high.
Even though we really suffered
hardship — the total loss of
freedom, and all that discomfort and
the constant uncertainty and
sometimes fear — still there was
such an intensity of feeling, that
everything else, now, seems
meaningless and empty. Like, “So
what?” When we were prisoners,
every moment meant something.
You know, it sounds funny to say
this, but it was SO MUCH FUN!!!
Remember that feeling when we all
joined hands and ducked under the
wire? There we were, actually on
the Air Force property; we were
doing something illegal, the soldiers
were moving in on us to arrest us —
and we were dancing in a circle and
spinning around the field like
children, singing “We shall not, we
shall not be moved!" and everybody
was watching and cheering! I'll
never forget that moment!
Then there we were, locked up in
this empty classroom with 36 other
people, and a guard in uniform.

they got to like us! Our guard just
couldn’t get over the way we
related. The meetings where we
used the consensus process to make
decisions, by working together to
find a plan of action that everyone
could agree on. He couldn’t get over
how we wouldn’t just vote!
That's the essence of nonviolence,
really. If we teach the consensus
process, the ‘feminist process" they
call it, we are teaching a new way to
resolve conflicts and come to
decisions — an alternative to
violence.
At Vandenberg, everyone was
real open to listening to one
another. There wasn’t a lot of ego at
stake. And I’ve never before ex
perienced that level of precise, no
b.s., communication!
There was a willingness by the
men to confront and deal with their
own sexism. They wanted the
women to be facilitators and
spokespeople. Most of our lawyers,
who stayed up all night to help us
out, were women.
There was a tremendous amount
of respect, and of humility.
The process is so much more
democratic than democracy. There
is such emphasis on individual
responsibility and freedom within
the group decisionmaking.
Yes, for example, in our group we
consensed to non-cooperation.
Everyone decided not to give their
names, and to refuse to be arraigned
until we could have a mass public
arraignment and we demanded that
the second-timers — those who’d
been arrested in January — were to

be treated like everyone else and
not given harsh sentences. But my
own conscience said that I didn’t
need to go that far, that I’d done all I
could by getting arrested in the first
place, so I decided to cooperate.
Although as it turned out, they
didn’t let me go until the same time
everyone else was kicked out!
The solidarity worked, though.
Two hundred fifty of us were kept
for 10 days, because those who were
let out after two days went right
back in to show solidarity with the
second-timers. And they ended up
with a sentence of 10 days in jail —
which they'd already served.
Because there were so many!
That was what counted.They didn’t
know what to do with all of us! and
they certainly didn’t want us back.
Yet “they" as individuals didn't
hate us. Of course, it was “ourfault”
that they had to work all that
overtime without pay! But they
were moved, many of them. They
saw we were ordinary, human,
humorous Americans, just like they
are; only we were standing up for
what we believed in.
Of course, some of them were
frightened of us, and so they treated
us roughly. Richard said that the
young man who arrested him was
shaking when he grabbed Richard’s
arm! But Richard was open and
friendly, so he was treated gently.
Learning to be nonviolent in speech
and attitude — it’s hard, but so
essential.
I think the most important thing
we did was educate the soldiers.
The woman who escorted me to the
bathroom — I asked her about the
MX, and she really didn't know
what it was! None of them seemed
to know that it's a first strike
weapon, that it can create 250
Hiroshimas at once.
One soldier hadn’t heard of the
Marshall Islands. He didn’t know
how we’ve exploited the people
there by the bomb and missile
testing or the racial apartheid. And
they live and work right on the base
where the MX is going to be tested!
That's amazing. But some of them

did seem to know, and they seemed
to be on our side. One guard, when
she was leaving, flashed a peace
button at us!
One woman ended up being courtmartialed for passing our notes from
one group to another. They really
put themselves on the line for us.
All it takes is knowledge of the
facts. The Air Force doesn’t tell
them the whole truth, it can’t afford
to, because the facts are self
incriminating.
When we were on the bus,
waiting to be removed from the
base after 28 hours, we were talking
with the soldiers who drove us.
They really seemed eager to talk
about nuclear weapons, they
listened to us, and we to them.
Then when they finally dumped
us out on the highway, there were
three cars of support people waiting
to take us home to the base camp. It
felt so great to be free, and to find
our friends, waiting to hug us — and
feed us!
Without any leaders, or any pre
set plans, and with all the un
certainty of how we were going to
be treated and what would happen
to us, it's amazing that it all flowed
so smoothly, but it really did.
The spirit of our goal held us to
gether.
And all the affinity groups, each
with slightly different viewpoints,
managed to work together.
Information was transmitted,
almost like magic — it's a net
working process, a real grassroots
experience.
There’s such a human quality in
the movement, and people are
receptive to that. No one is trying to
dominate you or impress you. You
are a part of it in a way that you
never felt a part of anything.

Several of the Monterey
Peninsula women who were
arrested during the demonstration
protesting the storage and testing
of the MX nuclear missile at
Vandenberg Air Force Base near
Lompoc on March 21 will speak at
the New Monterey Neighborhood
Center, corner of Lighthouse and
Dickman, on Wednesday, May 4 at
7:30 p.m.
Judy Roth, Emily Kahn, Julia
Masaoka, as well as Lynn Carroll
who played a support role, will
describe the “affinity group” and
the role it plays in a nonviolent

protest action. The women all had
nonviolence training prior to the
Vandenberg demonstration.
The two women’s peace groups
sponsoring this program — the
Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and
the Women’s Action for Nuclear
Disarmament (WAND) — invite all
interested persons to join them in a
potluck supper at 6:30 and the
program at 7:30.

Please get in touch with us if you
want to be a part of the Monterey
affinity group. We welcome support
people as well as women and men
interested
in
active
civil
disobedience, and all those in
terested in the nonviolent feminist
process.

For further information call
Rosemary Matson, 659-3758, or
Judy Roth, 375-7851.

The Fallacy of Nuclear Deterrence
By Donna McGonigal
During the past year we have
concerned ourselves with the work
necessary to slow and halt the
nuclear arms race. It has become
apparent that key phrases and
words are crucial to the progress or
regress of public thought.
One of the most politically suc
cessful and long-term phrases we
have encountered is that of “the
policy of deterrence,” a phrase
central to discussion of disar
mament issues.
Recently, I have become in
creasingly concerned regarding the
psycho-political implications hidden
within the word “deterrence” and
its use as a guise for the true intent
of the Department of Defense.
Increasing numbers of people
have become aware of the “reality
gap” — the difference between U.S.
“stated” policy of deterrence in the
event of outside aggression, and the
“action” policy of preparing for a
pre-emptive first strike.
The “gap” is best described by
Robert Aldridge: “It appears that
counterforce has been the Pen
tagon’s clandestine military doc
trine since at least the 1950s, even
when the announced policy has been
deterrence. Indeed, there has
always been a schism between
official, public policy and the
operational doctrine that guides
military planning.”
The question must be asked —
How has the propagation of “the
policy of deterrence” been so ef
fective in the last 20 to 30 years in
the United States? This policy has
become acceptable to the American
people because it supports a deeply
held psychological assumption that
we wish to continue to believe about
ourselves, that is, we will never be
the aggressors, we will never strike
first, we will never be the hostile,
war-making country that would
instigate a nuclear war. The policy
keeps this fantasy about ourselves
alive — the fantasy that Americans
are always the good guys.
Psychologically and politically,
the word “deterrence” functions as
a quiet, subtle, inflammatory
stimulus word. When discussing a
Nuclear Weapons Freeze often
someone says, "... but we must
have a deterrence against the
Soviet Union.”
Immediately, thinking becomes
clouded regarding arms control
because the word “deterrence”
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throws the discussion into a
defense-defensive-Defense
Department way of thinking.
The use of the word “deterrence”
instantly,
yet
almost
unrecognizably, puts one into a
militaristic,
hardware,
technological, war-preparing frame
of mind; it stimulates a response of
weaponry preparation as the only
solution to our difficulties with the
Soviet Union.
It does not stimulate a response of
treaty building, agreement of
mutual benefits, increasing trade or
other survival steps that necessarily
need to take place with the Soviets.
It is time to realize that
deterrence is not a policy; it is a
word used for marketing purposes
by those who have a vested interest
in war. It is a media word used to
shroud the true selfish aims of the
continuation of arms build-up.
Deterrence is used to sell the arms
race; it is used to convince the
people that the “experts” are
building “peace” by building
weapons.
We have seen in the years of
deterrence the difficulties en
countered by our negotiators who,
from time to time, try to make
agreements with the Soviet Union.
We are constantly told “you cannot
trust them,” “they are not telling
the truth,” “they will say one thing
and do another.” Why does this
difficulty exist? The answer lies,
partially, in our policy of
deterrence.
Psychologically, fear and trust
are mutually exclusive — they
cannot exist at the same time in one
human as a reaction to a certain
stimulus. Deterrence being the
instigation of fear clearly creates an
impossible climate for meaningful,
relational discussions of mutual
survival.
We must understand that
deterrence and successful U.S.Soviet arms control negotiations are
mutually exclusive, they cannot
both exist at the same time, except,
of course, as a continuation of the
guise needed for the actual in
tentions of the Department of
Defense.
It has often been stated that
“deterrence has kept the peace.”
People who think that the recent
climate between the U.S.S.R. and
the U.S. is peace do not know what
peace is.
While the two countries are not

waging all-out war, they are doing
everything else warring enemies
do: the peoples of these two
countries live in states of constant
and increasing paranoia of the
“other side,” propaganda, accusing
and over-reactive rhetoric along
with intensive and incapacitating
military budgeting. This is peace?
Peace cannot be built on in
struments of war, on what destroys
and divides people; peace can only
be built on what connects and
relates people to one another.
Instead of increasing investments
in weapons which continuously defy
peaceful efforts, we must actively
invest in specific actions that will
open bridges of relating with others

who have been, for the purposes of
war, defined as our enemies.
As women who are actively in
terested in building peace, we have
much work to do. While it is im
portant that we expand our
awareness of nuclear weapons and
further our understanding of the
Soviet Union, possibly woman’s
greatest task will be to identify and
contribute her silenced values and
abilities that are so urgently needed
for the possibility of a future
civilized planet.

(Editors’s Note: This article was
taken from a paper prepared for a
WAND study session.)

If You Love This Planet
On Friday, April 22, Women’s
Action for Nuclear Disarmament
held a showing of Dr. Helen
Caldicott’s new film, If You Love
This Planet. This documentary,
produced by the National Film
Board of Canada, has been classified
as “foreign political propaganda”
requiring that organizations
showing the film be registered with
the Justice Department.
The United States Congress,
protesting this classification,
viewed the film over Congressional
closed-circuit television.
Dr. Caldicott, president of
Physicians for Social Responsibility,
has activated thousands of people
by her personal commitment to end
the nuclear arms race and remove
nuclear weapons from the planet.
Author of Nuclear Madness:
What You Can Do!, Dr. Caldicott
has worked against the dangers of
nuclear weapons since 1971 when
she organized Australian public
resistance to French nuclear testing
in the South Pacific.
In 1981, Dr. Caldicott established

Women’s Action for Nuclear
Disarmament.
For local information about
WAND, call Donna McGonigal, 6592813, or Judy Roth, 375-7851.

Dr. Helen Caldicott

Women Camp for Peace
By Judy Roth
Women peace activists in Europe
are insisting that the arms race be
halted. They are using nonviolent
actions and year-round camps as a
form of protest and defense.
Working for peace is becoming a
way of life.
The nonviolent actions and peace
camp developments are providing
people with new options for defense.
The goal of non-violence goes
beyond the danger of nuclear war
and includes condemning all forms
of violence.
Most camps for peace have
consciously adopted non-violence as
a foundation for their work,
organizing regular nonviolent
training courses and seminars.
Organizing on the local level
provides individuals with the op
portunity for involvement in
peacemaking and a sense of per
sonal empowerment. Through
peaceful direct action, people are
able to feel the issue on a personal
level and break through the
emotional blocks of powerlessness
usually experienced with the issue
of nuclear weapons.
A women’s Peace Camp stationed
outside the American Air Force
base in Greenham Common,
England, is dedicated to stopping
the promotion of the American base
as a missile site. This camp has been
in existence since September of

1981 and is committed to main
taining “peaceful direct action” to
stop the Cruise missiles expected to
arrive in December of this year.
Recalling the spirit of the suf
fragettes, evictions, arrests and
prison sentences are not able to stop
these workers for peace. Women
have left their homes, families and
jobs to participate in the growing
world peace movement.
Blockading all base entrances and
forming a human chain of linked
arms embracing the base are
examples of creative nonviolent
actions.
As women work and live together
with a common purpose, a strong
women’s culture is growing up
around the camp. A mixture of
young and old with politics ranging
from radical feminist to liberal
Christian are singing songs, writing,
painting, sculpting and inventing
new ways for the world to deal with
centuries of violence.
This summer, Seneca Falls, New
York will be the location of the first
all-women Peace Encampment in
the U.S. Seneca Army Depot is the
storage site for the neutron bomb,
Pershing II missile and other tools
of war.
Women from all over the U.S. and
from Europe are committed to
bringing this base to public at
tention.
(Continued on page 5)

profile

Peace is a Lifetime’s Work
(Continued from page 1)
where there was a little reception and a very
elegant breakfast. After that we went on a tour
of East Berlin.
They wanted us to see how much they had
suffered from war. How badly East Berlin and
the countryside around it was reduced to rubble.
And we went to Sachsenhausen, which was one
of the horrible concentration camps, which
they’ve made into a memorial and a museum.
At one meeting in East Berlin they explained
in detail the difference between the peace
movement in our country and the peace
movement in a socialist country. There’s a lot of
propaganda in this country to the effect that “Oh,
well, it’s government controlled,” but that’s
really not true. The East German peace
movement is supported by contributions from
individual members.
We Americans have lived all our lives in a
peace movement which has never been accepted,
never been recognized, has been treated with
hostility, contempt, or indifference, by our
government. It is hard for us to accept the fact
that there is a peace movement that is separate
from its government but can talk to its gover
nment, that is not interfered with by its
government, not criticized by its government,
and in some cases cooperated with by its
government.
Is the main focus in Europe on getting the U.S.
missiles out?
The main focus is serious disarmament talks,
which have never happened* And the immediate
concern is the stopping of the basing of the
Cruise and Pershing missiles in Europe.
There's such a sense of women’s strength in
the peace movement.
Oh yes, a very great strength. And speaking of
that strength, I want to stop right now and pay
the greatest tribute possible to Holly Near, who
is a sponsor of WILPF, who rode next to me on
the plane. I have known Holly since 1971 and was
so delighted to see her again. One of my gran
ddaughters in Michigan manages all of Holly’s
concerts. Holly was fantastic.
At a peace ceremony in the evening, a woman
from Greenham Common (the women’s peace
encampment in England) made a very nice little
speech and then she said, “When we march
tomorrow the men have to march behind the
women.”
Well that didn’t sit well. There was quite an
uproar and then a Dutch woman came on stage
and went into three of Malvina Reynolds’ songs
and then Holly walked up on the stage and she
began to sing “Unity, Unity,” and that song about
“Common Ground” and had everybody singing
and calmed down, and she said, “You know, we
don’t have to agree. We just have to do this
together.”
We went next to West Berlin. We got very
good press coverage. We got no coverage here, of
course, at all. Which was a little disappointing
because a lot of people had done a lot of work on
getting coverage before and afterwards.
If there had been some violence, maybe that
would have done it. Greenham Common didn’t

get on television here until there began to be
arrests.
We were taken on a tour of West Berlin by a
young American man. He showed us a chemical
works which bought women from the con
centration camps for 100 marks a woman, and

It isn't going to do you any good to earn as
much money as men do if there isn't any
world to live in.

they conducted an experiment to see how much
work they could get out of them and how long
they would live under conditions of overwork,
malnutrition, no medical care, and lack of sleep.
None of them lived more than a year, and most of
them lived much less than that.
And I think Americans really need to know
these things. Then we can understand why the
Germans do not want nuclear missiles, they do
not want any part of Europe to be a bat
tleground, and they are absolutely convinced
that that’s what the United States wants to do.
That in order to destroy the Soviet Union, we are
perfectly willing to destroy Europe as well.
Now can you talk about your life, your work for
peace since 1915?
There was a lot of resistance to World War I.
There were a lot of people who felt that it didn’t
accomplish anything, which was true.
WILPF was really founded in 1915 before the

Lucy Haessler

U.S. ever got into the war. We were living in
Washington, my father was editor of a magazine,
my mother was very active in the women’s
suffrage movement and the peace movement.
The peace movement really grew out of the
women’s suffrage movement. I would like to see
the women’s movement coming into the peace
movement in the same way today. Which is one
of my criticisms of many parts of the peace
movement, that they haven’t taken enough in
terest in the peace movement, and they’ve got to.
That’s what I like about Demeter, that you are
taking an interest in it, and you do know that it
isn’t going to do you any good to earn as much
money as men do if there isn’t any world to live
in.
But you were very young in 1915.
I was very young, I was 11. My mother was an
active pacifist and very active in the women’s
suffrage movement. And that’s where I got
started, marching with her in parades and
picketing the White House and going to Congress
with petitions and working in the National
Women’s Party Headquarters. In those days, you
stuffed envelopes.
We stiU do!
I just grew up with that tradition, of interest in
social change. I never lost the feeling that my
parents had given me.
A new life began for me in 1926 when I went
out to Chicago and went to work for a labor news
service called Federated Press. Then I married
and had two children, and was a little bit out of
things for a few years. And then I married again,
and went back into that news service and we
were based in Detroit. This was in 1940.
In World War II, there was not quite so much
resistance, because there was Hitler. But it was
interesting being in that big heartland of war
industry, and seeing some of the things that were
happening to women.
I was very active in the women’s auxiliary of
my husband’s union which was the American
Newspaper Guild.
I was asked to join an Office of Civilian
Defense, that sounds awful doesn’t it, which was
to use funds voted by Congress for day care
centers for the children of the working women in
the war industries — half the work force. They
were living in cars, or they were locking their
children in furnished rooms all day when they
went to work. There were federal funds
available, but the problem was to get them used.
It was about that time that I came back into
WILPF. They were involved primarily in
educating people about peace and war.
WILPF really came into its own in the Vietnam
war. From the beginning their opposition to the
Vietnam war was very strong, and their op
position to the draft was very, very strong.
What do you think of nonviolent direct action?
We support that. I have never been able to go
to Vandenberg but I went to Livermore last year.
There’s going to be a lot more of it and it’s
frightening. Because if those missiles are based
in Europe at the end of 1983, there is going to be
an outbreak of such violence in Europe. People
are going to feel that they have exhausted every
means of peaceful protest.

Peace Encampment at Seneca Falls—
(Continued from page 4)
In 1848, the first Women’s Rights .
Convention was held at Seneca
Falls, giving shape and voice to the
19th century feminist movement.
And now the Women’s Peace
Encampment will bear witness to
the commitment of people around
the world to stop the arms race.
It will bring the issue of
militarism to the people of the world
in a new and powerful fashion,
expressing sisterhood with the
Greenham Common Women’s Peace
Camp and solidarity with all people
of peace.
The Draft Unity Statement of the
Women’s Peace Camp at Seneca

Army Depot states its purpose
clearly. “We cannot live, nor can
future generations possibly live,
with these bombs and their deadly
wastes in our backyard. Nor can we
in good conscience let these burdens
of death be shipped to our European
sisters’ and brothers’ backyards, to
be pointed at our sisters and
brothers in the Soviet Union and
other countries.”
On the Monterey Peninsula,
Women’s Network for Peace is
working to bring Simone Wilkinson
to our area to speak. She is touring
the U.S., speaking about her life at
Greenham Common. If you can

contribute or help with this project,
call Rosemary Matson, 659-3758.
The women at Greenham
Common need to know their
American sisters care about and
support them. Write letters or send
contributions to Greenham Common
Women’s Peace Camp, R.A.F.
Greenham Common, Newbury,
Berks., U.K.
For more information about
Seneca Falls Peace Camp contact
Donna Cooper, (215) 563-7110, or
write Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom,
1213 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA
19107.
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1

Sunday

Silent vigil in support of a nuclear
freeze. Colton Hall, Monterey, 12:30
p.m.

3

The
Bay Area Women’s
Philharmonic, in its final concert of
the season, will present An Evening
of
Dance,
Innovation
and
Improvisation, a program featuring
rarely performed orchestral works
by women composers, including two
world premiers.
This multi-media event, taking
place at Zellerbach Hall on the UC
Berkeley campus, on Friday, May 13
at 8 p.m., features composer
Gwendolyn Watson soloing in her
new improvisational work for cello,
orchestra and dance; choreographed
and performed by dancer June
Watanabe.
Fragments
for
Chamber
Orchestra by Johanna Beyer is a
world premier that also marks the
first performance of any orchestral
work by Ms. Beyer, secretary and
assistant to Henry Cowell.
Tickets are $8.50 and are
available at all BASS outlets.

18

Wednesday

NOW meeting, Monterey Public
Library, 7:30 p.m.

19

National
Festival
of Women's
Theatre

thursday

Mothering Skills meeting,
sponsored by the Childbirth
Education League, St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, Central and 12th,
Pacific Grove, 10 a.m.
Reproductive Rights Coalition
meeting at Planned Parenthood, 5
Via Joaquin, Monterey, noon.

League of Women Voters lun
cheon
and
meeting.
First
Presbyterian Church, 501 Eldorado
St., Monterey. Noon luncheon,
meeting at 12:45 p.m. Call 373-2269
for more information or for
reservations.

May 16-22 '83
Santa Cruz
California

tuesday

22

YWCA
Creative \Writing
Workshop meets. A chance for
women to share their writings and
receive supportive feedback. This
continuing group meets 10 a.m.noon at the YWCA library, 276
Eldorado, Monterey. Call 649-0834
for more information.

YWCA Japanese Social Cultural
Project presents the second annual
Cherryblossom Festival and Sushi
Party, 4-6 p.m. at the JapaneseAmerican Citizens League Hall. Call
the YWCA at 649-0834 for tickets.

Ongoing
Thursdays

4

Wednesday

Talk by several local women who
participated in the Vandenberg
action, New Monterey Neigh
borhood Center, corner of
Lighthouse and Dickman, 7:30 p.m.
Potluck supper at 6:30 p.m.

June Watanabe, dancer, and
Gwendolyn Watson, cellist.

8

Sunday
Mother’s Day.

5

thursday

Mothering Skills meeting,
sponsored by the Childbirth
Education League, St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, Central and 12th,
Pacific Grove, 10 a.m.

7

9

monday

Demeter meeting and deadline
for copy. 229 17th St., Pacific Grove,
7:30 p.m. All interested welcome.

“Whose Life Is It Anyway?”
public symposium sponsored by the
Monterey College of Law’s Com
munity Legal Education Program.
Speakers and a discussion panel will
explore the legal, medical and
ethical aspects of the right to die
with dignity and the California
Natural Death Act. 1 p.m.-5:15 p.m.
at the York School on the Monterey
Salinas Highway. $3 donation
requested. For more information
call Susan Gleason at 373-1959.

10

Support Group for Rape
Victims designed to increase the
victim’s positive self worth and
decrease isolation. Lynne WhiteDixon facilitates the group.
Sponsored by the Rape Crisis
Center, 651 Van Buren, Mon
terey. 7:30-9 p.m. Call 373-3365.

Mothers Support Group, spon
sored by the Family Resource
Center, 9:30 8 11:30 a.m., 500 Hilby
Ave., Seaside. Call 394-4622 to
register.
Wednesdays

tuesday

Salinas Valley Democratic Club
meets 7:30 p.m. Call 757-2115 for
more information.

13

Yoga class at the Multi-Use
Center in Seaside. 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Call the YWCA at 649-0834 for more
information.

Understand
Growth
and
Development of Infants and Tod
dlers class offered by the Family
Resource Center, 7 — 8:30 p.m. 3944622.

Saturday

Computer class for high school
girls sponsored by the Monterey
YWCA. Meets 9 a.m.-noon each
Saturday this month. Call 649-0834
for more information or to register.

Tuesdays

friday

Demeter deadline for calendar
listings.

Women’s Problem Solving and
Support Group. Through mutual
support and brainstorming, women
resolve conflicts they may be experiencing in their personal or
professional lives. Offered by
Claudia Daniels, M.F.C.C., and
Lynne White-Dixon, L.C.S.W.
Sliding scale fee. Group meets 6:30
p.m. Call 372-6242 for more
information.

Women’s Support Group for
Fridays
sharing and receiving support in
personal relationships. All are
The YWCA Domestic Violence Sup
welcome. Call Jacqueline Hudson at port Group is designed for women in
624-3589. Group meets in Pale volved in violent relationships. It
Colorado Canyon.
meets 1-3 p.m. at the Family Re
source Center, 500 Hilby, Seaside.
Child care is provided. Contact Paula
Bisexuality Support Group meets Butterfield at 649-0834 for more
Thursday nights. For more in information.
formation, call 394-5085 or 394-3954.
Sundays
Lesbian AA meets 7-8:30 p.m. at
Janus Recovery House, 202 7th Ave.,
Gay and Lesbian AA meets 7:30
Santa Cruz.
p.m. at the Monterey Neighborhood
Other
Center, corner of Dickman and LightNational Organization for Women
house, Monterey.
meets the third Wednesday of each
month at the Monterey Public
Library, 7 p.m.
Weekly women’s group for
Bisexual Support Network meets
support and problem-solving in first and 16th of each month, 6-10
personal and professional issues. p.m., at the Louden Nelson Center,
For self-expression, clarification and Santa Cruz.
direction. For exploring options and
Women’s Action for Nuclear Di
expanding your potential. Contact
sarmament
meets every month. Call
Diana S. Case, licensed marriage
625-2379
for
specific dates, times and
and family counselor with 13 years’
locations.
experience, 375-6142.

The YWCA Creative Writing Group
meets
7-9 p.m. in the Monterey YWCA
Parents Anonymous, a self-help
library.
In this group, women share
group for those concerned about their
their
writings,
and receive supportive
interaction with their children. Spon feedback.
sored by the Child Abuse Prevention
Council. Group meets at 6 W. Gabilan,
Salinas. Call 758-2910 for more
information.

Fathers Support Group, spon
sored by the Family Resource
Center, 7:30 - 9 p.m. Call 3944622.

28

Sunday

Following many requests, the
Lesbian Rap Group will start again
on June 3 at 7:30 p.m. at the same
location. For information, call 6242133.

24

Saturday

HOLISTIC STRESS
MANAGEMENT
Learn the Holistic approach to Stress Management and develop your own Individualized Stress
Management Program. Learn to Reduce Sources of Stress; to Respond to Stress calmer and more
effectively; & to Lessen the Impact of Stress on your body and mind. The approaches introduced in
the class can he applied foryour own benefit orfor thoseyou work with in the helping professions.

INSTRUCTOR: Diana S. Case, M.A., Stress Management
Consultant and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
with 14 years experience in mental health.

tuesday

Natural Family Planning Class
offered through Planned Paren
thood of Monterey County. This
method requires training in ob
servance of certain body signs to
determine fertility and is used
successfully both by couples who
desire pregnancy and those who
don’t. For more information or to
register, call 373-1691.

SATURDAY — MAY 28, 1983
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
plus
3 follow-up Sessions
Wednesday, June 1, 8, & 15
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
(16 GE. Hours for Nurses)

$75.00
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
375-6142
To Register - Mail Fee to:
Diana S. Case, M.F.C.C.
875 Filmore Street
Monterey, Ca. 93940

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. . .

Saturday and evening clinics
are now being offered by Planned
Parenthood of Monterey County.
These are designed especially
for women who find it in
convenient to have medical
appointments during regular
office hours. The Saturday clinic
is held in Planned Parenthood’s
Seaside Center. Evening clinics
are also held in Castroville,
Monterey, Salinas and Seaside.
Annual pelvic exams, birth
control methods, V.D. screening,
pregnancy tests and other
services related to reproductive
health care are offered at all
Planned Parenthood clinics. At
the Salinas, Castroville, and
Soledad centers, services are
offered in Spanish and English. In
Seaside, services are available in

English and Vietnamese.
All services are confidential
and available to all women
regardless of age or marital
status. Fees are based on a
sliding scale according to income.
Call for more information or to
make an appointment: Seaside
394-1454; Salinas 758-8261;
Soledad 678’1477; Castroville
633-5229 and Monterey 373-1691.

Sappho’s Isle

MX Missile Protest
Vandenberg Air Force Base
March 21,1983

Before the Action:
Listening to rain
beat on the
truck roof,
I awake
watching vans
leave fiUed
with people.
People with a
common goal
preparing to be
arrested.
And I realize
I'll be joining
them. . .
Why?
Because our planet
is in danger.
Because Mother Earth
is calling.
Why does an Air Force base
want to test a missile
with powers of
250 Hiroshimas?
Wasn’t one too much forever?
What kinds of minds
plan bigger and
better destruction ?

The camp is busy
with a calm sense
of purpose
as we move about in
wetness from days
of rain.
Sitting on the floor
of the big meeting tent,
I eat my morning meal
watching the juvenile group
prepare to leave.
They are brave and sure
in action.
Someone yells, “line up
with your buddy’’and they
fall into order carrying
flags representing
the planet.
My mind flashes to scenes
of summer camp.
“Line up with your buddy’’
for swimming, canoeing or
a mountain hike.
And this young group leaves
to enter a military base.
To be arrested.
Making a statement to the world.
We want a future for everyone.
Stop Destruction Now!

“Peace” is our prayerful theme for the poetry
of May.
In June, we will print poems and graphics that
are “portraits” of women known or imagined. All
work should be submitted to the Poetry Editor
with a stamped self-addressed envelope by May
11. Our summer issue’s theme will celebrate
“Mother Earth”; the due date for summer (to be
published about July 15) is June 27.
Sappho's Isle will be looking for a new Poetry
Editor beginning this summer. If you are in
terested in this volunteer position, please contact
Emily Fireweed at the Demeter office, 375-5629.

The Meek Shall Inherit the Earth

Trust is the hardest thing.
It is not what you learned,
at your mother’s knee.
It is not what you learned in school.
To live without violence is
the farthest thing from your mind.
— Ruth Hatch
Reprinted with permission of
The Academy of Arts & Humanities,
Seaside, California.

After the Action:

We hear a total
of 770 arrests.
Our numbers are
strong and we
are successful in
our plan of
non-violent action.
I sit in a coffee shop
filled with friends
at 3:00 a.m.
after our release.
Waiting for transportation
to our base camp
we are tired bodies
with overloaded minds
needing time and space to
digest all this
experience means.

My throat tightens as I
speak softly to a new
friend,
trying to hold back the
wetness falling from
my eyes
As the realization encompasses
my heart. . .
It was too late
for my family in Auschwitz
Too late for Nagasaki and
Hiroshima.
And the light called hope
transforms my spirit
knowing we are one with others
the world over in places
we have the right to speak out
and protest.
Forming Peace Camps and organizing Actions.
Saying we've learned
from the past
And we are one planet
working for peace.
We will not be late again.

A Poetry Forum for women and men has
begun at MPC. Open to the public, the Poetry
Forum meets Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the MPC
Business Building, Room 6. Bring poetry — your
own or by other poets — to share and discuss.

— Judy Roth

The Western Wall

Young fathers look so frail
A gust of wind could topple them
They wear full beards long curls hang from
Their Quaker-like fur trimmed black hats
Their trousers and shoes are black
Even though it is very hot
They wear long black frock coats
One pushes his baby carriage up to the wall
He holds his prayer book with one hand
Shakes the pram with the other
Bends his body back and forth towards the wall
Almost striking it with his head
While reading from the Torah
— Dorothy Rose

Peace Efforts?
The newscast tonight gave credence
to the Vandenberg sit-in
Where consciences gathered in protest
to urge abolition of instant insanity.
The indifferent and cynical reporting
portrayed peace officers escorting protestors
Urgently, effectively, and dominatingly
as the moral consciences, dragged aside,
Were exposed to the muted lenses, and
silent viewers, sitting in family rooms,
Staring agape, hoping no one was related,
wondered why — amid rain showers — these
people
Now dragged aside — had sat uncomfortably,
passively, dedicated to life while
Military officials had dismissed the whole affair
as political? Surely, they could see that
Above them all, loomed threateningly the
mushroom shadow?
— Joyce M. Chobanian
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books

Thinking of Power
Etienne, Mona, and Eleanor
Leacock (Eds.) Women and
Colonization. New York: Praeger
Publishers, 1980.

A Way to the Goddess
Noble, Vicki. Motherpeace. New
York: Harper and Row, 1983.
The subtitle of this book says “A
Way to the Goddess through Myth,
Art, and Tarot,” and that is an exact
description of Noble’s work. The
book is designed to be used with a
new, round, feminist tarot deck
created by Noble and Karen Vogel.
Each of the cards is described,
with an interweaving of myth and
psychic symbols which are intended
to help women get in touch with the
power and values of the old mother
goddess religion.

Motherpeace will be interesting
to anyone who uses traditional tarot
cards as well as to women who are
studying new ways of healing and
psychic development.
Noble is synthesizing ideas from
many cultures and systems of
thought; this sometimes creates
oversimplifications and confusions.
In spite of these weaknesses, I
enjoyed much of the book, and was
particularly drawn to the images on
the cards, which are represen
tations of strong women engaged in
healing and growth.
—Kate Miller

Quest: The Early Years
Building Feminist Theory: Essays
from Quest. New York: Longman,
Inc., 1981.

The feminist journal Quest was
begun by a group of women on the
East Coast in 1972, and is still
publishing today. This anthology is
a collection of some of the articles
which appeared in Quest during
their first three years.
While many of the issues and
concerns of the women’s movement
have changed and evolved and are
different today, these essays
provide a look at some of the
foundations of current feminist
thinking about public and private
change.
The primary focus of most of the
articles is on the way in which

theory can be translated into
practical political choices and
strategies. There are articles on
class distinctions and racism, pieces
discussing the issues of lesbian
feminism, analyses of problems
faced by women working together,
and suggestions of the directions in
which we’re moving in order to
make effective change.
I particularly enjoyed an article
by Charlotte Bunch entitled “The
Reform Tool Kit,” which provided
criteria for evaluating projects and
deciding where one wants to put her
energy. It’s heartening to read the
words of these women and to realize
how many of us have been working
for feminism in the last 10 years in
the U.S.
—Kate Miller

This book is a series of an
thropological essays about women’s
experience under European and
American colonialism. There are
stories about women from all over
the world, their tactics for survival
and resistance in the face of the
erosion of their power under the
impact of Anglo ideas of male
superiority.
It is striking to realize that tribal
women consistently have lived in
ways that are much more
egalitarian than what we have
experienced in industrial societies.
For example, a description of the
Bari of Colombia shows us people
who traditionally live so that “adults
do not exercise authority over one
another,” and one does not hear
“any recognizably harsh words
directed toward adults and
children.”
We have been taught that human
dominance and aggression are
natural and unavoidable; reading
many of these essays shows us that
people have often arranged their
lives in other ways.
In the stories of Native American
women and of women from Africa
and Polynesia, we see some of the
ways in which women have at
tempted to fight the inroads of
Western
industrial
power.
Sometimes they have been
remarkably successful, as in the
case of the Seneca women who
resisted Quaker intervention and
kept their land communal.
Sometimes the efficient weapons
and technology of the conquerors

prevailed, and tribal cultures were
smashed.
But because in each of these
accounts we see women functioning
as strong and effective public
adults, we are given new ways to
think about women and men and the
division of political power.
—Kate Miller

Queen of Wands
Grahn, Judy. The Queen of
Wands. Trumansberg, New York:
The Crossing Press, 1982.
Here is a new volume of poetry by
the superb poet who wrote The
Work of a Common Woman. This is
the first book in a series to be called
A Chronicle of Queens, celebrating
the
ancient
goddesses
as
represented by the tarot deck as
well as the strengths of women’s
lives today. The Queen of Wands is
Helen of Troy and every female god
of “beauty, fire, love, light, thought
and weaving.” The poems are
powerful, beautiful and direct.
Grahn is able to synthesize
history, both patriarchal and
woman-centered, in a way that
makes us stronger as it celebrates
women’s strengths. At the same
time, it throws into brilliant per
spective
the
violence
and
destruction of the patriarchy. These
poems are a tribute to woman the
weaver, the bringer of life; they are
also a reminder that we always have
the possibility of interpreting things
from a woman-centered place.
—Kate Miller

Women Heroes on Stage
By Emily Fireweed
A Pride of Heroes, by local play
wright Jean Ackermann, was
presented by the MPC Players at
Monterey Peninsula College, April
14-17, along with a one-act play by
William Minor and an excerpt from
Steinbeck’s Sweet Thursday.
A Pride of Heroes is a short
dramatic piece which aims to
educate and inspire us with the lives
of women. It is conceived as a series
of historical monologues written in
poetic meter, rather than as a “play”
in the sense of dramatic action.
Five women heroes are por
trayed: Antigone, the mythical
character in Greek drama who dies
for “honor”; Deborah Moody,
America’s first woman mayor (in
1640!); Harriet Tubman, the “Moses
of her people” who led 300 slaves to
freedom; Lucy Stone, an early
pioneer in women’s rights and ad
vocate of equality in marriage; and,
finally, Frances Kelsey, the doctor
who, in the 1960s, battled the
American marketing of the drug
Thalidomide, which had caused such
gruesome birth defects in children
of European women who had taken
the drug.
Each woman in turn enters the
stage and delivers a monologue,
each one quite beautifully written in

a poetic meter and style appropriate
for her period in history. The
monologues are loosely connected
by the device of “Everywoman,” the
allegorical figure of a modern
woman seeking inspiration from the
past.
The tremendous talent of Lynda
Haliburton, who played Harriet
Tubman, made this play worth
seeing for me. She, more than any of
the others, truly made her
monologue sing with passion. The
aged Tubman, reminiscing on her
life of heroism, shines with amazing
brilliance and power, especially
considering the brevity of the
speech and total lack of “action.”
Jennie Sellards as Lucy Stone and
Emma Jane Hansen as Frances
Kelsey also did credit to their roles.
Ackermann’s script faced a
difficult challenge, given what she
had set out to do: it .is clear that she
is a writer of talent, and the script
one worth remembering.
It would be good to see A Pride of
Heroes attempted elsewhere by
schools and colleges as one way to
enliven women’s history studies.
The script is available through
Orientation Media International,
P.O. Box 424, Pacific Grove, 93950.
The first copy is $15, succeeding
copies, $2.
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Letter to a Friend
Nancy-love:
Your letters are like bread to me and I haven’t
received my loaf this week. You know that I am
so hungry and greedy these days that I could eat
a dozen loaves in one sitting. I seem especially
needy in the areas of hearing, reading, knowing
about myself, ie., women.
When I read your letters, it is as though I have
found some secret part of myself that has been
given a voice that I could have never furnished.
So when I go to meetings, like the ones Kate
Miller has been holding at our Pacific Grove Art
Center on Monday evenings, I am finding that
the voices in my head are real persons. Do you
know what I’m trying to say?
All of the women that I meet there are in some
way parts of myself that have wandered in and
out of my head like formless waifs. By listening to
other women talk, by eating up their diversity of
experience, I am finally taking to myself, finally
owning those parts of me that I have only had
vague awareness of.
Monday evening was the last of the meetings
of “Women’s Issues: Women’s Lives.” On that
cold, clear, crisp evening, it was ironic that on the
holiday celebrating the birthday of our country’s
founding father, we were talking about violence,
hurt, fear and the anger of women. Talking about
cherry blossoms and hatchets. Talking about
vulnerability, love, trust and what happens to us
when these are betrayed, thwarted, exploited.
It seems that anger was the topic that we were
all eager to talk about. The evening could have
gone in a number of directions for the subject of
the evening was “Feminist Theory and Process:
Creating Communities, Changing the World.” It
was clear early in the evening that anger was
what we all had on our minds.
Perhaps, we have an innate wisdom that in
forms us of the need to take care of anger in
ourselves, before we deal with issues in our
communities that so often lead to frustration and
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its concomitant anger. Many of us don’t know
what to do with anger.
Not uncommonly, when we were young, we
were told not to be angry, by people who were
themselves angry. Do we express it? In what
manner does one express it? If we don’t attack
others, must we unavoidably deflect it to our
selves and thereby suffer its corrosive effects?
Can it be used as a powerful energy force in our
lives, a tool?
It was difficult for all of us to thoughtfully
articulate emotional experiences. So many of us
talked about the feelings of hurt that come before
the anger. How we often aren’t aware of being
hurt. Some spoke of the way in which hurt
feelings get short-circuited and we go im
mediately to anger without acknowledging the
issue of having been hurt.
Some of us are not yet aware of the fear in
volved with feelings of anger. It is, indeed, a hard
task to sort out all of these slippery elements of
anger and be responsible in accounting for them.
I owe you this letter, my Nancy, after all of the
melancholy notes I have sent your way these past
months. For this is a happy, love-rushingmoment full of optimism that I am feeling. I see
that I am not in error to believe that I can find
strength, acceptance, joy, courage, patience,
commonality and meaning in the women’s
movement.
Last Monday evening, I dared to expose
myself. So often, I feel like fragmented shells on
the beach. Washed and crushed and smoothed,
until there is barely more left than some
beautiful, iridescent color. Even though I see the
beauty of that process and appreciate the history
of the color, I’m never confident that anyone else
will.
They may see only the imperfection of the form
that no longer exists in its original way. We are
not fixed entities, but forever bringing another
dimension into existence. This seems, of all

COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS
COPIWORKS

manner of things, the hardest to bear.
I discovered, as I spoke of myself, that others
could weep and laugh for me and feel my pain.
That my pain was not wasted, but brought
significance to some part of themselves. That by
sharing my pain, I built a bridge to those around
me. I was deaf and blind with terror as I spoke, so
I hardly know what I said or where I was.
You see, I had moved back into some old house
of horror. I was running my hands through
shadows, listening to echoes, caught up in dirty
cobwebs. But, I was not alone this time and
neither were the other women as we each took
our turns around the circle. We were identifying
ourselves, our struggles.
I wish that you had been with me, Nancy, when
Kate read a story about an angry woman. You
would have recognized the woman’s despair, the
monumental monolith of anger that borders on
the ridiculous. The final reduction to a nitpicker,
the suffocating smoke in her head that obscured
her days. The loneliness. It was a story that
caused everyone to howl with laughter.
We all recognize ourselves and the complete
absurdity of being in our self-made prisons. We
also understand the possible, ultimate retreat
from such prisons, which is amusing to no one.
I was sad that evening as I walked out into the
night and headed for home. It was the last
meeting. I had felt a closeness and sharing that is
not easily found. That, too frequently, takes
months, years to fulfill in a friendship. In a short
time, I had found a ladder that lowered me into
the far recesses of those secret rooms in my own
heart.
So, you see, my loving friend, even though I
feel optimistic I also feel a tinge of sadness and
need your letters. Reflecting on your revelations
to me, I find that they are often akin to hidden
components in myself that play out chiaroscuroed
lives independent of my awareness.
Your fond friend,
J.

HOW CAN WE PAY OUR
BILLS IF YOU DON'T
SUBSCRIBE?

. . . Quality Copying, Printing and Design
A WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS

Dr. Erika Alison Schwarzwald

207 16th Street, Pacific Grove

Preventive & Maintenance Chiropractic Health Care

(408)373-6004

373-8273
550 Lighthouse Avenue, Suite E
Monterey, CA 93940

PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN

MONTEREY’S MOST LUXURIOUS
MOVIE PALACE

Anxiety Management * Assertion Training
Compulsive Eating ♦ Problem Solving
Decision Making * Hypnosis
for more information, contact:

Claudia Daniels, MFCC
Lynne White Dixon, LCSW
Cypress Institute
563 Figueroa, Monterey
(408 ) 624-0570 or 646-0117

Three
types
of seating
fully
carpeted
No sticky
floors

301
Prescott
(at Lighthouse)
3 blocks
up from
Cannery Row
372-1331

WE’LL SPOIL YOU AT THE DREAM
About the Dream Theater
The Dream Theater Is Monterey's most luxurious "Movie Palace" designed to bring that special
feeling back to going to the movies. It Is the only locally owned and operated movie theater keeping the
community in mind. The Dream opened in July 1975 and has continued to bring to the Peninsula the
highest quality entertainment In the most elegant surroundings you'll find anywhere. We respond to
your needs and requests. The theater Is available for non-profit community organizations Please feel
free to call.
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classifieds

DIANA 5. CASE
marriage, family, child counselor

FRANCES VASHAW, M.A., Counselor, Ego
counseling orientation. Work on transitions,
eating disorders, menopause, self-image.
Sliding scale fee. 649-8170.

MASSAGE. Relaxing, therapeutic at af
fordable, sliding scale fees. Take care of
yourself! You deserve a massage by a certified
massage practitioner. Seven years ex
perience. Call Sue Ellen Stringer at 375-8959.

HELP WANTED: Cleaning person for in
termittent housework — weekly at least
four hours. Please send references and
state your expectations to Suzy Sullens,
P.O. Box 4418, Carmel, CA 93921.

STONER & WELSH
Attorneys
Katherine E. Stoner, Michelle A. Welsh
229 17th Street
P.O. Box 128
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(408) 373-1993

INTERESTED WOMEN guitarists
please contact a conservatory-trained
teacher, Naomi Layton, (408) 646-9332.
Classical and folk, all levels.

(406) 375-6142

Back Up Your
Calendar Listing
With a Display Ad

• counseling

• transitions
• personal growth
• stress management

This size is only $14.40.

• relationship issues

• assertiveness training

LIFELINE DIET MEALS. Low salt, low calorie,
low fat. Available as frozen entrees at
Monterey Nob Hill Market, Carmel Monte
Mart and the New Granary. For more in
formation, call 899-5040.

DIVORCE IS A difficult time for children as
well as parents. Counseling can help the
family cope with this period of stress. Call
Sylvia Krimsley, M.S. Licensed Marriage,
Family and Child Counselor, No. M6324, 3722001.

• career & life planning

Individuals

Couples

-

•

Groups

lic# mm-16208

ESALEN-SWEDISH MASSAGE
Treat yourself to a nurturing, nourishing
one and one-half hour massage
Joni Caldwell, MA, CMT
373-2443

Edie Broeckelman
Certified Public Accountant
899-2344

1966

since

Maryjo
tuesday
thru friday

hours ~

Expert automobile
sales and service
assistance is now
available to you!
Call Ellen Gundlach.

10 am • 5 pm

custom picture framing
408~372~2801

20% discount with this ad

4 LOCATIONS TO
SERVE YOU
HONDA
&
MAZDA

MATAR IMPORTS
Monterey Peninsula Auto Center

the Bagel Bakery

Pacific Grove - 1180C Forest - 649-6272
Monterey - 201 Lighthouse - 649-1714
Salinas - 969 West Alisal - 758-0280
Carmel - 173 Crossroads
Highway 1 & Rio Rd. - 625-5180

BAGELS • BAGEL SANDWICHES • BEVERAGES • DESSERTS
Dine in or take out — the finest on the Peninsula . . . and always fresh.

899-3713

TAKE OUT
AVAILABLE

Maggy's Pizza

CARLA S. HUDSON, CPA
Huey & Hudson, Certified Public Accountants

LASAGNE • SPAGHETTI • SALADS

Tax Planning and Taxation * Accounting
Individual, Corporate, Partnership *
Auditing * Financial Management * Consulting
and Systems Design * Personal Financial Planning

BEER AND WINE

NEW HOURS
11:30 a.m.-l0 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

281 Lighthouse
Monterey, 646-1160

373-1697

309 Webster, Monterey

Margot's

off our backs

CAFE BALTHAZAR

The Best in Feminist Journalism

“Natural, wholesome food from scratch.”
170 FOREST AVE

our13th year

PACIFIC GROVE
Margot Wells

373-1474

oob provides:

★ National and international news about women
★ Thoughtful commentaries, and news ahead of its time
★ Health, prison, and labor news

BARBARA LICHT-GREENBERG____________
MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELOR

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Washington, D.C. 20009
$ll/year
sample copy $1.50

LIC. NO. MH 16969

(408)375-8111
feminist therapist
relationships
creating self-purpose
body images & eating disorders
communication skills
sexual orientation
domestic violence

$15/year contributing sub
$11/year regular sub
$20/yr. businesses and institutions
sample copy $1.50

off our backs
1841 Columbia Rd. NW
Rm. 212
Washington, D.C. 20009

monthly all-day women's workshop
1010

CASS

STREET

MONTEREY.

CAL-IF.

93940
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